Myanmar s buddhist muslim crisis rohingya arakanes Updated Ver... Vol. 2024, Issue 1

Myanmar s buddhist muslim crisis rohingya
arakanes Updated Version

Myanmar's Buddhist Muslim Crisis Rohingya Arakanes has become one of the most pressing
humanitarian and geopolitical issues in Southeast Asia. This ongoing crisis involves complex
historical tensions, ethnic conflicts, and human rights violations, primarily centered around the
Rohingya Muslim minority and the Buddhist majority in Myanmar?s Rakhine State, also known as
Arakan. Understanding the roots of this crisis is essential to grasping its current implications and
potential solutions.

Historical Background of the Myanmar Buddhist Muslim Crisis
Origins of the Rohingya Identity

The Rohingya are a Muslim ethnic minority mainly residing in Rakhine (Arakan) State. Their origins
are disputed; many Rohingya trace their lineage back centuries in the region, while the Myanmar

government considers them illegal immigrants from Bangladesh. Historically, the Rohingya have
faced marginalization and discrimination, with their citizenship rights often denied.

Colonial Era and Ethnic Tensions

During British colonial rule, migration between Bengal (present-day Bangladesh) and Myanmar
increased, leading to demographic shifts. Post-independence, tensions escalated as the Myanmar
government began to marginalize the Rohingya, perceiving them as a security threat and alien
community.

Rise of Nationalist Movements

In the 20th century, Buddhist nationalist movements gained prominence, emphasizing the

dominance of Buddhist culture and identity in Myanmar. Groups like Ma Ba Tha emerged, promoting
anti-Muslim sentiments and policies that contributed to escalating tensions.

The Escalation of Violence and Humanitarian Crisis
2012 Rakhine State Riots

In 2012, violent clashes erupted between Buddhist Arakanese and Rohingya communities, resulting
in deaths, injuries, and displacement. The violence was fueled by economic competition,
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longstanding prejudices, and political instability, leading to the displacement of over 140,000
Rohingya into makeshift camps.

2016 and 2017 Military Crackdowns

The crisis intensified dramatically following a series of insurgent attacks by Rohingya militants in
October 2016, prompting a brutal military crackdown. The crackdown involved mass Kkillings, rapes,
and villages being burned down, leading to a mass exodus of over 700,000 Rohingya refugees
fleeing to neighboring Bangladesh.

Current Humanitarian Situation

The displaced Rohingya live in overcrowded camps in Cox?s Bazar, Bangladesh, facing dire

conditions, limited access to healthcare, education, and employment. Many remain stateless, denied
citizenship rights in Myanmar, which perpetuates their vulnerability.

Ethnic and Religious Dimensions of the Crisis

The Buddhist-Arakanese Identity

The majority Buddhist Arakanese see themselves as the indigenous people of Rakhine State,
emphasizing their cultural and religious identity. They often perceive the Rohingya as outsiders or
illegal immigrants, fueling resentment.

The Muslim Rohingya Perspective

The Rohingya view themselves as long-standing residents of Rakhine, with deep cultural, religious,
and historical roots. They demand recognition, citizenship, and equal rights, which have been
systematically denied.

Role of Religious Extremism

Buddhist nationalist groups have sometimes promoted anti-Muslim propaganda, leading to violence

and social divisions. Conversely, some extremist factions among Rohingya militants have engaged
in insurgent activities, further complicating peace efforts.

International Response and Human Rights Concerns
Global Reactions

The international community has condemned Myanmar?s treatment of the Rohingya, with
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organizations like the United Nations labeling the military crackdown as ethnic cleansing or
genocide. Countries such as Bangladesh, India, and Western nations have called for accountability
and aid.

Human Rights Violations

Reports document widespread human rights abuses, including mass killings, sexual violence, and
destruction of villages. The United Nations and human rights organizations have called for
independent investigations and accountability for those responsible.

Myanmar's Government and Military Stance

The Myanmar government, led by the military (Tatmadaw) and civilian leaders, denies allegations of

genocide and claims its actions are necessary for national security. The military?s operations have
been criticized for their brutality and impunity.

Challenges in Resolving the Crisis

Political and Ethnic Complexities

The crisis is deeply rooted in Myanmar?s complex ethnic landscape and political conflicts, making
resolution difficult. The military?s influence and nationalistic sentiments hinder reforms and
reconciliation.

Refugee Repatriation and Citizenship Rights

Efforts to repatriate Rohingya refugees have faced obstacles due to safety concerns, lack of

citizenship rights, and mutual distrust. Repatriation plans have often failed or been met with
resistance.

Role of International Mediation

International actors have tried to facilitate dialogue and peace processes, but internal political will
and sovereignty concerns limit the effectiveness of external interventions.

Potential Pathways Toward Resolution
Promoting Justice and Accountability

Ensuring accountability for human rights violations through international investigations and tribunals
could help address impunity and establish a foundation for reconciliation.
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Reforming Citizenship Laws and Policies

Myanmar needs to amend its citizenship laws to recognize the Rohingya?s rights, allowing them
legal status, access to services, and participation in society.

Community Engagement and Dialogue

Building mutual understanding between Buddhist Arakanese and Rohingya communities through
grassroots initiatives can foster trust and reduce tensions.

International Support and Humanitarian Aid

Continued international assistance, combined with diplomatic efforts, is essential to support refugee
communities, promote peace, and ensure human rights protections.

Conclusion: The Future of Myanmar?s Buddhist Muslim Crisis

The Myanmar Buddhist Muslim crisis involving the Rohingya and Arakanes is a complex interplay of
ethnicity, religion, politics, and history. While immediate humanitarian needs must be prioritized,
long-term solutions require political will, justice, and reconciliation efforts. Addressing deep-seated
prejudices and ensuring the rights of all communities in Myanmar are crucial steps toward peace
and stability in the region.

By understanding the roots and current realities of this crisis, stakeholders can work towards
sustainable solutions that promote coexistence, respect, and human dignity for the Rohingya,
Arakanese Buddhists, and all Myanmar citizens.

Myanmar?s Buddhist-Muslim Crisis: The Rohingya and Arakanese Dilemma

Myanmar?s complex socio-political landscape has long been marred by ethnic tensions and
religious divisions. Among the most prominent and tragic aspects of this landscape is the ongoing
crisis involving the Rohingya Muslim minority and the indigenous Arakanese (also called Rakhine
Buddhists). This conflict has garnered international attention due to its profound humanitarian
implications and the intricate web of historical, political, and religious factors that sustain it. In this
comprehensive review, we will explore the roots of the crisis, the key actors involved, the evolving
situation, and the broader implications for regional stability and human rights.

Historical Context of Myanmar?s Ethnic and Religious Diversity

Understanding the current crisis requires a deep dive into Myanmar?s historical fabric. The country,
formerly known as Burma, is home to over 135 distinct ethnic groups, with the Bamar majority
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constituting roughly two-thirds of the population. The Arakanese, or Rakhine people, are one of the
prominent indigenous groups in the western coastal region, predominantly practicing Theravada
Buddhism. Meanwhile, the Rohingya are a Muslim minority, with roots tracing back several
centuries, primarily residing in Rakhine State.

Colonial Legacies and Post-Independence Dynamics

The colonial period under British rule (1824-1948) significantly shaped Myanmar?s demographic
and political landscape. The British administration encouraged Indian migration to Myanmar for
labor, which increased Muslim populations, including the Rohingya. Post-independence, Myanmar
faced challenges integrating diverse ethnic groups, leading to ethnic insurgencies and tensions.

Following independence in 1948, the government embarked on a nation-building project rooted in
Bamar dominance and Buddhist identity. The Rohingya, viewed as outsiders by successive
governments, faced discrimination, statelessness, and marginalization. The 1982 Citizenship Law
effectively rendered the Rohingya stateless, denying them recognition and basic rights.

The Rise of Ethnic and Religious Tensions

Over decades, the socio-political landscape has been punctuated by episodes of violence, often
fueled by competition over land, resources, and political power. The Arakanese, feeling marginalized
by the central government, have historically sought greater autonomy, while the Rohingya?s

presence has been portrayed as a threat to national identity by some nationalist factions. Religious
tensions, exacerbated by extremist groups and rhetoric, have further deepened divisions.

The Rohingya Crisis: Origins and Escalation
The core of the current crisis centers on the Rohingya minority?s struggle for recognition and safety
in Rakhine State. Their plight has been characterized by systemic discrimination, violent clashes,
and mass exoduses.
Historical Marginalization and Displacement
For decades, the Rohingya have faced:

- Denial of citizenship and legal recognition

- Restrictions on movement, marriage, and access to education

- Discriminatory policies limiting economic opportunities

Periodic outbreaks of violence have led to mass displacements, with thousands fleeing across
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borders into Bangladesh, India, and Southeast Asia.
The 2012 Rakhine Violence

A pivotal moment occurred in 2012 when communal violence erupted between Buddhists and
Muslims in Rakhine. The violence was triggered by rumors, disputes, and long-standing
resentments, resulting in:

- Over 100 deaths, mostly Rohingya Muslims
- Thousands of homes destroyed or damaged
- Massive displacement, with many Rohingya fleeing to refugee camps

The violence solidified ethnic divides and resulted in severe restrictions on Rohingya movement and
rights.

The 2017 Crisis and ?Clearance Operations?

The most devastating escalation occurred in August 2017, following an insurgent attack by the
Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) on police posts. The Myanmar military responded with
what it termed ?clearance operations,? but these quickly devolved into widespread violence against
civilians, characterized by:

- Mass killings

- Rape and sexual violence

- Arson of villages

- Mass arrests and detentions

The United Nations described the military?s actions as "ethnic cleansing," and over 700,000
Rohingya fled to Bangladesh, creating a refugee crisis that drew international condemnation.

The Role of the Arakanese Buddhists and Nationalist Movements
While the Rohingya have been at the center of international attention, the Arakanese Buddhists?
role in the crisis is equally complex. Many Arakanese see the Rohingya as a threat to their cultural

identity and security.

Historical Perspectives and Nationalist Narratives

Arakanese nationalist groups, such as the Arakan Army, have historically pushed for greater
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autonomy or independence, often framing their struggle in ethnic and religious terms. Their
narratives frequently depict the Rohingya as outsiders or illegitimate residents, fueling mistrust.

The Role of Buddhist Extremism
Buddhist nationalist organizations, like Ma Ba Tha, have promoted anti-Muslim rhetoric, framing
Buddhism as under siege. Their influence has contributed to societal polarization, legitimizing
violence against Muslim communities, including the Rohingya.
Impact on Policymaking and Security
The government?s policies have often been influenced by nationalist sentiments, leading to:

- Persecution and marginalization of Rohingya

- Military crackdowns justified as maintaining stability
- Limited efforts toward reconciliation or integration

International Response and Humanitarian Challenges

The global community has responded with a mix of condemnation, aid efforts, and diplomatic
pressure. However, the crisis remains unresolved, with ongoing humanitarian challenges.

Human Rights Violations and International Law
Multiple reports have documented:

- Systematic ethnic cleansing and possible genocide

- Crimes against humanity

- Violations of international humanitarian law

The International Court of Justice has initiated proceedings, and sanctions have been imposed on
Myanmar military leaders.

Refugee Crisis and Humanitarian Aid

The mass exodus of Rohingya refugees into Bangladesh, primarily Cox?s Bazar, has created one of
the world?s largest refugee camps. Challenges include:
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- Overcrowding and poor living conditions
- Limited access to healthcare and education
- Threats of disease and malnutrition

International agencies, including UNHCR and NGOs, have mobilized resources, but funding
shortages and political barriers hinder comprehensive solutions.

Diplomatic Efforts and Peace Initiatives
Various diplomatic efforts have aimed to resolve the crisis, including:
- Negotiations between Myanmar and Bangladesh
- International pressure for reforms and accountability
- Calls for citizenship rights and protection for the Rohingya
Yet, progress remains limited, and deep-rooted mistrust persists.
Broader Implications: Regional Stability and Human Rights

The Myanmar Rohingya crisis extends beyond national borders, affecting regional stability and
global human rights norms.

Regional Security Concerns

The influx of refugees has strained neighboring countries, leading to tensions, border security
concerns, and potential radicalization. The crisis also influences regional geopolitics, with diverse
actors advocating different policies.

Human Rights and Global Norms

The crisis has become a litmus test for international human rights commitments, highlighting issues

related to:

- Ethnic cleansing and genocide prevention
- Refugee rights and international asylum policies
- Accountability for state-sponsored violence

Long-Term Prospects and Challenges
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Persistent challenges include:

- Ensuring safe and voluntary repatriation with citizenship rights
- Addressing root causes of ethnic and religious tensions
- Promoting reconciliation and coexistence

The path forward requires concerted international cooperation, genuine political will, and respect for
human rights.

Conclusion: Navigating a Humanitarian and Ethical Crisis

Myanmar?s Buddhist-Muslim crisis, epitomized by the plight of the Rohingya and the Arakanese
communities, is one of the most pressing humanitarian issues of our time. It underscores the
devastating consequences of ethnic nationalism, religious intolerance, and political neglect. While
efforts toward peace, justice, and reconciliation are ongoing, deep-seated mistrust and structural
inequalities continue to fuel cycles of violence.

The international community must remain vigilant, advocating for accountability, humanitarian aid,
and long-term solutions rooted in human rights and respect for diversity. Only through sustained
engagement and genuine dialogue can hope be restored for the millions affected by this ongoing
crisis. The Rohingya?s story is a stark reminder of the urgent need to uphold the dignity and rights
of all peoples, regardless of ethnicity or faith.

QuestionAnswer What is the background of the Myanmar Buddhist-Muslim crisis involving the
Rohingya? The crisis stems from longstanding ethnic and religious tensions between the Buddhist
majority and the Muslim Rohingya minority in Myanmar's Rakhine State, leading to violence,
displacement, and international concern. Why are the Rohingya considered stateless in Myanmar?
The Myanmar government does not recognize the Rohingya as citizens due to discriminatory laws
and policies, rendering them stateless and subject to severe restrictions and persecution. What
events triggered the recent escalation of violence between Buddhists and Muslims in Myanmar?
Incidents such as attacks on Buddhist communities, alleged abuses by security forces, and the
influx of Rohingya refugees have heightened tensions, leading to outbreaks of communal violence.
How has the international community responded to the Rohingya crisis? Global organizations and
countries have called for investigations into human rights abuses, provided humanitarian aid, and
urged Myanmar to ensure safety and citizenship for the Rohingya, though responses vary and
challenges remain. What is the current status of the Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh and other
countries? Many Rohingya refugees remain in overcrowded camps in Bangladesh, facing uncertain
futures, limited rights, and ongoing efforts for repatriation that face political and logistical obstacles.
Are there any peace initiatives or dialogues aimed at resolving the Myanmar Buddhist-Muslim crisis?
Various local and international efforts have attempted dialogue and reconciliation, but deep-rooted
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mistrust, political complexities, and ongoing violence hinder lasting peace. What role does Arakan
(Rakhine State) play in the crisis? Rakhine State is the epicenter of the conflict, where ethnic and
religious tensions between the Arakanese Buddhists and Rohingya Muslims have led to repeated
cycles of violence and displacement. How has social media influenced the spread of hate and
misinformation in the crisis? Social media platforms have been used to spread misinformation, incite
violence, and reinforce stereotypes, exacerbating tensions between communities and complicating
peace efforts. What are the long-term implications of the crisis for Myanmar's stability? The ongoing
conflict risks deepening ethnic divisions, destabilizing the country, and impacting regional security,
with potential for further humanitarian crises if unresolved. What steps can be taken to promote
reconciliation between Buddhists and Muslims in Myanmar? Promoting inclusive dialogue,
protecting minority rights, addressing root causes of discrimination, and supporting community-led
peace initiatives are essential for fostering reconciliation.
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