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Section Review Defenses Against Infection Answer Key: An In-Depth
Exploration

Section review defenses against infection answer key provides a comprehensive overview of
the body's intricate mechanisms for defending itself against pathogenic invaders. Understanding
these defenses is crucial for grasping how the immune system protects us from a multitude of
infectious agents, including bacteria, viruses, fungi, and parasites. This article delves into the
various components and processes involved in immune defense, offering detailed insights into how
they function individually and collectively to maintain health.

Overview of the Immune System

Innate Immunity

The innate immune system serves as the body's first line of defense. It provides immediate,
nonspecific responses to pathogens and is present from birth. Key features include physical
barriers, cellular defenses, and chemical mediators.

Adaptive Immunity

Adaptive immunity develops over time, especially following exposure to specific pathogens. It
involves highly specialized responses, including the production of antibodies and memory cells,
which confer long-term immunity.

Physical and Chemical Barriers

Skin

The skin acts as a formidable physical barrier preventing pathogen entry. Its outermost layer, the
epidermis, is composed of keratinized cells that are tough and resistant to many microbes.

Mucous Membranes

Line body cavities such as the respiratory, digestive, and urogenital tracts. Mucous secretions trap
microbes and contain enzymes that destroy invaders.
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Chemical Barriers

- Acidic pH: Stomach acid destroys many ingested microbes.
- Lysozyme: An enzyme in tears, saliva, and mucus that breaks down bacterial cell walls.
- Antimicrobial peptides: Small proteins that disrupt microbial membranes.

Cellular Defenses

Phagocytes

Cells such as macrophages and neutrophils engulf and digest pathogens through phagocytosis.
They identify microbes via pattern recognition receptors (PRRs) that detect pathogen-associated
molecular patterns (PAMPs).

Natural Killer (NK) Cells

NK cells identify and destroy infected or abnormal cells, such as tumor cells, by recognizing
changes in cell surface markers.

Other Immune Cells

- Dendritic Cells: Capture antigens and present them to T cells, bridging innate and adaptive
immunity.

- Basophils and Eosinophils: Play roles in defending against parasites and mediating allergic
responses.

Chemical Mediators of Defense

Cytokines

Signaling proteins that regulate immune responses, promote inflammation, and activate immune
cells.

Complement System

A group of plasma proteins that, when activated, assist in pathogen elimination through mechanisms
like opsonization, inflammation, and cell lysis.

Adaptive Immune Responses
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Humoral Immunity

Medicated by B lymphocytes (B cells), which produce antibodies specific to pathogens. These
antibodies neutralize microbes, facilitate phagocytosis, and activate the complement system.

Cell-Mediated Immunity

Involves T lymphocytes (T cells), particularly helper T cells (Th cells) and cytotoxic T cells (CTLs).
Th cells coordinate immune responses, while CTLs destroy infected cells.

Memory and Long-Term Immunity

Memory Cells

After initial exposure, some B and T cells become memory cells, enabling a rapid and robust
response upon subsequent encounters with the same pathogen.

Vaccination

Immunization introduces antigens to stimulate the creation of memory cells without causing disease,
providing long-term protection.

Summary of Defense Mechanisms

Sequential Activation

- Physical and chemical barriers prevent initial entry.
- Innate immune cells respond rapidly to contain and eliminate pathogens.
- Antigen presentation activates adaptive immunity, leading to specific responses.
- Memory responses prepare the body for future infections.

Factors Affecting Defense Against Infection

Immunodeficiency

Conditions such as HIV/AIDS, malnutrition, or genetic disorders can impair immune responses,
increasing susceptibility to infections.

Autoimmune Diseases
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In some cases, the immune system mistakenly attacks the body's own tissues, compromising
defenses against actual pathogens.

Antibiotic Resistance

The emergence of resistant microbial strains challenges the effectiveness of immune defenses and
medical treatments.

Conclusion

The body's defenses against infection are complex, multi-layered, and highly coordinated. From the
first physical barriers to sophisticated adaptive immune responses, each component plays a vital
role in maintaining health and preventing disease. A thorough understanding of these mechanisms
is essential for medical professionals, students, and anyone interested in human health, enabling
better strategies for disease prevention, management, and treatment. Proper functioning of the
immune system relies on a delicate balance, and disruptions can lead to increased vulnerability or
autoimmune conditions. Continuous research and education are key to advancing our knowledge
and improving our ability to combat infectious diseases effectively.
 
Section Review Defenses Against Infection Answer Key: An In-Depth Analysis

In the realm of health education and clinical training, mastering the concepts and practices related to
infection control is paramount. One of the essential components in this knowledge base is
understanding section review defenses against infection answer keys?comprehensive guides that
serve as critical tools for students, practitioners, and educators alike. This article offers an
expert-level, detailed exploration of these answer keys, emphasizing their importance, content, and
application in real-world settings.

Understanding the Role of Section Review Defenses Against Infection
Answer Key

What Are Section Review Defenses Against Infection Answer Keys?

Section review defenses against infection answer keys are specialized educational resources
designed to assist students and healthcare professionals in evaluating their understanding of
infection control principles. These keys typically accompany review sections within textbooks, online
modules, or training manuals, providing correct answers and explanations to practice questions
related to preventing, identifying, and managing infections.

These answer keys are vital because they:
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- Facilitate self-assessment and reinforce learning.
- Clarify misconceptions by providing detailed explanations.
- Serve as a reliable reference during exams, practical assessments, and clinical

decision-making.
- Support educators in creating effective teaching strategies.

In essence, they act as a bridge between theoretical knowledge and practical application, ensuring
that learners internalize best practices for infection prevention.

Core Components of an Effective Answer Key

An exemplary section review defense answer key encompasses several crucial elements that make
it both comprehensive and user-friendly. Let?s examine these components in detail:

1. Accurate and Clear Answers

At the core, the answer key must provide precise responses to each question, avoiding ambiguity.
Clarity ensures that learners understand not only what the correct answer is but also why it is
correct.

2. Detailed Explanations and Rationales

Beyond simple answers, effective keys include thorough explanations that elucidate the reasoning
behind correct responses. This might involve referencing infection control principles, microbiology
facts, or best practices. For example, if a question asks about proper hand hygiene, the explanation
would detail the importance of soap and water versus alcohol-based rubs and when each method is
appropriate.

3. Visual Aids and Illustrations

In some cases, diagrams, charts, or images are incorporated to enhance understanding?especially
for complex procedures like donning and doffing PPE or sterilization techniques.

4. References to Guidelines and Protocols

Reliable answer keys cite authoritative sources such as the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention), WHO (World Health Organization), or institutional policies, ensuring that users are
guided toward evidence-based practices.

5. Practical Tips and Common Pitfalls
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Including tips on avoiding common mistakes and recognizing signs of infection transmission helps
learners develop critical thinking skills.

Key Topics Covered in Defense Against Infection Answer Keys

An in-depth review of an answer key reveals coverage of multiple critical areas in infection control:

1. Standard Precautions

- Hand hygiene techniques
- Use of personal protective equipment (PPE)
- Safe injection practices
- Proper handling of contaminated materials

2. Transmission-Based Precautions

- Contact precautions
- Droplet precautions
- Airborne precautions

3. Sterilization and Disinfection

- Methods of sterilization (steam, chemical, gas)
- Differentiating between cleaning, disinfecting, and sterilizing
- Proper disposal of sharps and contaminated waste

4. Environmental Controls

- Proper cleaning of patient environments
- Use of negative pressure rooms
- Ventilation standards

5. Documentation and Reporting

- Recording infection control breaches
- Reporting infectious cases as per protocols
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Application of Answer Keys in Various Settings

The value of section review defenses extends across multiple educational and practical
environments:

For Students and Trainees

- Self-assessment: Students can verify their understanding and identify areas needing
improvement.

- Practice exams: Facilitates preparation for licensing and certification exams.
- Simulation exercises: Ensures readiness for real-world scenarios.

For Educators

- Curriculum development: Guides creation of teaching modules aligned with exam standards.
- Assessment validation: Ensures questions and answers are accurate and comprehensive.
- Feedback provision: Helps provide targeted feedback to learners.

For Healthcare Facilities

- Policy updates: Ensures staff are aligned with current infection control standards.
- Training programs: Serves as a foundation for ongoing staff education.
- Compliance auditing: Verifies understanding and adherence to protocols.

Advantages of Using a Well-Structured Answer Key

Leveraging a meticulously crafted section review defense answer key offers numerous benefits:

- Enhanced Learning Efficiency: Clear answers and explanations accelerate comprehension.
- Consistency: Standardized responses ensure uniform understanding across learners.
- Confidence Building: Knowing correct responses boosts confidence during assessments.
- Error Reduction: Detailed rationales help prevent common mistakes in practice.
- Compliance and Safety: Reinforces adherence to current guidelines, reducing infection risks.

Limitations and Challenges

Despite their value, answer keys are not without limitations:
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- Over-Reliance: Excessive dependence may hinder critical thinking; learners should strive to
understand concepts rather than memorize answers.

- Outdated Information: Infection control guidelines evolve; outdated keys can propagate obsolete
practices.

- Context-Specific Variations: Some answers may vary depending on institutional policies or
regional regulations.

To mitigate these issues, users should always cross-reference current standards and incorporate
active learning strategies.

Best Practices for Utilizing Section Review Defenses Against
Infection Answer Keys

To maximize benefits, consider the following strategies:

- Use as a Learning Tool, Not Just an Answer Source: Engage with explanations to deepen
understanding.

- Update Regularly: Ensure the answer key aligns with the latest guidelines.
- Combine with Practical Training: Pair theoretical review with hands-on practice.
- Discuss with Peers or Instructors: Clarify doubts and explore different perspectives.
- Apply Knowledge in Simulations: Reinforce concepts through scenario-based exercises.

Conclusion: The Significance of Quality Answer Keys in Infection
Control Education

In the ongoing effort to prevent and control infections within healthcare settings, education remains
a cornerstone. Section review defenses against infection answer keys are invaluable resources that
support this mission, providing accurate, comprehensive, and accessible information to learners and
practitioners. Their role in reinforcing best practices, promoting safety, and ensuring compliance
cannot be overstated.

For educators and students alike, investing in high-quality, regularly updated answer keys is
essential. When combined with practical training and adherence to current guidelines, these tools
significantly contribute to fostering a culture of safety and excellence in infection prevention.

By understanding and effectively utilizing these answer keys, the healthcare community can better
safeguard patients, staff, and the broader public?ultimately contributing to healthier, safer
environments worldwide.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the primary purpose of a section review in the context of defenses
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against infection? The primary purpose of a section review is to assess and reinforce understanding
of the body's physical, chemical, and biological barriers that defend against infections. Which
physical barriers are most important in preventing infection? The skin and mucous membranes are
the body's main physical barriers that prevent pathogens from entering the body. How do chemical
defenses contribute to infection control? Chemical defenses, such as acidic pH in the stomach,
enzymes in saliva and tears, and antimicrobial peptides, help destroy or inhibit the growth of
pathogens. What role do immune cells play in defending against infection? Immune cells like
phagocytes, lymphocytes, and macrophages identify, attack, and destroy invading pathogens as
part of the innate and adaptive immune responses. Why are normal microbiota considered an
important defense against infection? Normal microbiota compete with pathogens for nutrients and
space, produce antimicrobial substances, and stimulate the immune system, thereby preventing
infections. What is the significance of inflammation in the defense against infection? Inflammation
increases blood flow and immune cell delivery to the affected area, helping to contain and eliminate
pathogens more effectively. Can you explain the concept of immune memory in infection defense?
Immune memory involves the adaptive immune system's ability to remember previous pathogens,
enabling a faster and more effective response upon re-exposure. What are some common defenses
that pathogens must overcome to cause infection? Pathogens must overcome physical barriers,
chemical defenses, immune responses, and competition from normal microbiota to establish an
infection. How do vaccines enhance the body's defenses against infection? Vaccines stimulate the
immune system to develop memory cells against specific pathogens, providing long-term protection
and quicker responses upon exposure. In what ways can understanding defenses against infection
inform public health strategies? Understanding these defenses helps in developing vaccines,
hygiene practices, and antimicrobial therapies, ultimately reducing infection rates and controlling
outbreaks. 

 
Related keywords: section review, defenses against infection, answer key, immune system,
infection prevention, microbial defense, immune response, pathogen defense, disease resistance,
infection control

Nonspecific defenses answer key

nonspecific defenses answer key is a vital resource for students and learners seeking to
understand the fundamental mechanisms by which the body defends itself against pathogens.
These defenses form the first line of protection, providing an immediate response to invading
microorganisms without requiring prior exposure. Understanding the nonspecific defenses, their
components, and how they function is essential for a comprehensive grasp of human immunology
and health.
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Introduction to Nonspecific Defenses

Nonspecific defenses, also known as innate immunity, are the body's natural, generalized
mechanisms that protect against a wide range of pathogens such as bacteria, viruses, fungi, and
parasites. Unlike specific defenses, which target particular pathogens through adaptive immune
responses, nonspecific defenses are always active and do not require prior sensitization.

Key Components of Nonspecific Defenses

Nonspecific defenses encompass various physical, chemical, and cellular barriers that work together
to prevent pathogen entry and eliminate invaders.

Physical Barriers

Physical barriers serve as the first physical line of defense, preventing pathogens from entering the
body.

- Skin: Acts as a tough, impermeable barrier composed of keratinized epithelial cells that resist
microbial invasion.

- Mucous Membranes: Lining the respiratory, gastrointestinal, and genitourinary tracts, these
membranes trap pathogens with mucus and facilitate their removal.

- Cilia: Tiny hair-like structures in the respiratory tract that move mucus and trapped pathogens
out of the airways.

Chemical Barriers

Chemical defenses neutralize or inhibit pathogens at entry points.

- Acidic pH: The stomach's low pH destroys many ingested pathogens.
- Enzymes: Such as lysozyme found in saliva, tears, and mucus, which break down bacterial cell

walls.
- Antimicrobial Substances: Substances like defensins that disrupt microbial membranes.

Cellular Defenses

Cellular components of nonspecific immunity involve immune cells that identify and destroy
invaders.
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- Phagocytes: Cells that engulf and digest pathogens through phagocytosis. Main types include:

- Macrophages: Large phagocytic cells that patrol tissues and lymph nodes.
- Neutrophils: The most abundant white blood cells, rapidly responding to infections.

- Natural Killer (NK) Cells: Lymphocytes that recognize and destroy infected or cancerous cells
without prior sensitization.

- Basophils and Eosinophils: Play roles in inflammatory responses and combating parasitic
infections.

Inflammatory Response

The inflammatory response is a hallmark of nonspecific defenses, characterized by redness,
swelling, warmth, and pain at the infection site.

Steps of Inflammation

Understanding how inflammation works is crucial to grasping nonspecific defenses.

- Injury or Infection: Damages tissues or introduces pathogens.
- Release of Chemical Mediators: Such as histamine and prostaglandins increase blood flow

and permeability.
- Vasodilation: Blood vessels widen, allowing more immune cells and nutrients to reach the

area.
- Migration of Phagocytes: Neutrophils and macrophages move to the site to engulf pathogens.
- Tissue Repair: Cells proliferate to heal the damaged tissue.

Complement System

The complement system comprises a series of plasma proteins that enhance immune responses.

Functions of the Complement System

These proteins work in a cascade to:

- Opsonize: Mark pathogens for easier recognition by phagocytes.
- Lysis: Form membrane attack complexes (MAC) that puncture pathogen cell membranes.
- Promote Inflammation: Release of mediators to recruit immune cells.
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Role of Fever in Nonspecific Defense

Fever, or pyrexia, is an increase in body temperature as part of the immune response.

Benefits of Fever

Fever helps in:

- Inhibiting the growth of temperature-sensitive microorganisms.
- Enhancing the activity of immune cells.
- Speeding up tissue repair processes.

Difference Between Nonspecific and Specific Defenses

Understanding how nonspecific defenses differ from specific defenses provides clarity on immune
processes.

Comparison Table
AspectNonspecific Defenses (Innate Immunity)Specific Defenses (Adaptive Immunity)Response
TimeImmediateDelayed (days to weeks)SpecificityGeneral, targets broad pathogen typesHighly
specific to particular pathogensMemoryNo memory; response is the same upon repeated
exposureMemory cells provide faster response upon re-exposureComponentsPhysical barriers,
phagocytes, complement, inflammation, feverHumoral immunity (antibodies), cellular immunity (T
cells)

Importance of Nonspecific Defenses in Health

Nonspecific defenses are essential for immediate protection, preventing many infections from
establishing. They also work in tandem with specific defenses to provide a comprehensive immune
response.

Clinical Relevance

Understanding nonspecific defenses helps in:

- Developing vaccines that enhance immune responses
- Designing treatments for immune deficiencies
- Managing inflammatory and infectious diseases
- Enhancing wound healing and tissue repair strategies
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Common Disorders Related to Nonspecific Defenses

While nonspecific defenses are robust, they can sometimes malfunction or be compromised.

Examples Include:

- Immunodeficiency: Conditions where physical barriers or cellular responses are weakened
(e.g., HIV/AIDS).

- Autoimmune Diseases: When the body's defenses mistakenly attack its tissues.
- Chronic Inflammation: Persistent inflammatory response that can damage tissues.

Conclusion

The nonspecific defenses answer key provides foundational insights into how our bodies initially
respond to pathogens. These defenses act rapidly, forming an essential barrier against infections
and setting the stage for the more specialized, adaptive immune responses. By understanding these
mechanisms, students and healthcare professionals can better appreciate the complexity of immune
protection, contribute to disease prevention strategies, and develop targeted therapies to bolster
immune health.

In summary, nonspecific defenses are an integral part of the immune system, comprising physical
barriers, chemical agents, cellular responses, the inflammatory process, and the complement
system. They work collectively to provide immediate, broad-spectrum protection and are vital for
maintaining health and preventing disease.
 
Nonspecific Defenses Answer Key: A Comprehensive Guide to the Body?s First Line of Defense

Understanding the nonspecific defenses answer key is essential for students, educators, and
healthcare professionals alike. These defenses form the body's initial response to invading
pathogens, acting as a broad-spectrum barrier against a wide array of microorganisms. Unlike
specific immunity, which targets particular pathogens, nonspecific defenses are innate, meaning
they are present from birth and operate without prior exposure. This article aims to provide a
detailed, accessible breakdown of these defenses, highlighting their components, mechanisms, and
significance in maintaining health.

What Are Nonspecific Defenses?

Nonspecific defenses refer to the innate immune mechanisms that protect the body from pathogens
regardless of their identity. They are the first line of defense, activated immediately or within hours of
an attack. These defenses are non-adaptive, meaning they do not improve with repeated exposure,
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unlike specific immune responses which are tailored to particular antigens.

Key features of nonspecific defenses include:

- Rapid response time
- Broad-spectrum activity
- No memory component
- Physical and chemical barriers

Components of Nonspecific Defenses

The nonspecific immune system is composed of multiple barriers and cellular components working
synergistically. Understanding these components is crucial for grasping how the body naturally
defends itself.

- Physical Barriers

Physical barriers serve as the body?s frontline defenses, preventing pathogens from entering
tissues.

Skin

- Acts as a tough, impermeable barrier
- Contains keratin, a protein that makes it resistant to many microorganisms
- Maintains an acidic pH (~4-6), inhibiting microbial growth

Mucous Membranes

- Line respiratory, digestive, urinary, and reproductive tracts
- Produce mucus that traps pathogens
- Contain cilia in respiratory pathways to move trapped particles out

- Chemical Barriers

Chemical defenses add an extra layer of protection, neutralizing or destroying microbes.
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Lysozyme

- An enzyme present in saliva, tears, and mucus
- Breaks down bacterial cell walls

Acidic Secretions

- Stomach acid (gastric juice) kills many ingested pathogens
- Vaginal secretions maintain an acidic environment to prevent infections

Antimicrobial Peptides

- Small proteins that disrupt microbial membranes
- Examples include defensins and cathelicidins

- Cellular Defenses

Cell-mediated nonspecific defenses involve immune cells that identify and destroy invading
pathogens.

Phagocytes

- Macrophages: Large cells that engulf and digest microbes and debris
- Neutrophils: The most abundant white blood cells; rapidly respond to infection

Natural Killer (NK) Cells

- Destroy virus-infected cells and tumor cells
- Recognize stressed cells without prior activation

- Inflammatory Response

Inflammation is a vital nonspecific defense mechanism that involves localized tissue response to
injury or infection.
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Key steps:

- Vasodilation increases blood flow, causing redness and warmth
- Increased permeability allows immune cells and proteins to reach tissues
- Phagocytes are recruited to engulf pathogens
- Release of cytokines and chemokines to coordinate the immune response

- Other Defense Measures

Fever

- Elevated body temperature inhibits microbial growth and enhances immune functions

Complement System

- A group of plasma proteins that, when activated, assist in pathogen destruction through cell
lysis, opsonization, and inflammation

How Do Nonspecific Defenses Work in Practice?

Understanding the sequence of events can clarify how these defenses operate seamlessly to
protect the body:

- Barrier Initiation: Physical and chemical barriers prevent most pathogens from entering the
body.

- Detection: If microbes breach barriers, cells like macrophages recognize common microbial
features (pathogen-associated molecular patterns, PAMPs).

- Activation of Cells: Recognized pathogens activate phagocytes and NK cells.
- Engulfment and Destruction: Phagocytes ingest and destroy microbes through phagocytosis.
- Inflammation: Damaged tissues release signals that recruit more immune cells, leading to

redness, swelling, pain, and heat.
- Complement Activation: Enhances phagocytosis and directly damages microbes via cell lysis.

Importance of Nonspecific Defenses

These defenses are vital for immediate protection and serve as a rapid response system, buying

Published by: mail.eveve.co Page 16 of 18



Section review defenses against infection answer key Tutorial Vol. 2026, Issue 5

time for the adaptive immune system to develop a targeted response. They help prevent infections
from establishing and can also contain infections to prevent systemic spread.

In summary:

- They are always active
- Provide a broad, nonspecific response
- Prevent many pathogens from causing disease initially
- Trigger more specific immune responses when necessary

Nonspecific Defenses Answer Key: Common Questions

What are the main physical barriers?

Skin and mucous membranes.

Which chemical substances aid in nonspecific defense?

Lysozyme, stomach acid, antimicrobial peptides, and secretions like mucus.

What cellular components are involved?

Macrophages, neutrophils, and natural killer (NK) cells.

How does inflammation assist in defense?

It increases blood flow, recruits immune cells, and facilitates pathogen destruction.

Why is fever considered a nonspecific defense?

Because it creates an environment less favorable for microbes and enhances immune activity.

Conclusion

The nonspecific defenses answer key reveals the essential, immediate, and broad-spectrum nature
of the body?s first line of immune defense. These innate mechanisms are crucial for preventing
infection and initiating the immune response. By understanding their components and functions,
students and professionals can better appreciate how the body maintains health and responds to
threats. Whether through physical barriers like skin, chemical agents like lysozyme, or cellular
defenders like macrophages and NK cells, the nonspecific defenses form a robust foundation for
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overall immune health. Recognizing these defenses emphasizes the importance of maintaining good
hygiene, healthy skin, and immune system support, all vital for optimal protection against disease.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are nonspecific defenses in the immune system? Nonspecific defenses
are the body's first line of defense against pathogens and include physical barriers like skin and
mucous membranes, as well as immune responses such as inflammation and phagocytosis that do
not target specific pathogens. How do physical barriers contribute to nonspecific defenses? Physical
barriers like the skin, mucous membranes, and cilia act as the first line of defense by preventing
pathogens from entering the body and trapping or removing microbes before they cause infection.
What role do phagocytes play in nonspecific immunity? Phagocytes, such as macrophages and
neutrophils, ingest and destroy invading microorganisms through phagocytosis, helping to eliminate
pathogens regardless of their specific type. How does inflammation function as a nonspecific
defense mechanism? Inflammation increases blood flow to the affected area, bringing immune cells
and proteins to fight infection, while also causing redness, swelling, heat, and pain to contain and
eliminate pathogens. What is the significance of fever in nonspecific immune responses? Fever
raises body temperature, which can inhibit pathogen growth and enhance the activity of immune
cells, serving as a nonspecific defense to help fight infections. Are nonspecific defenses effective
against all types of pathogens? Yes, nonspecific defenses provide broad protection against a wide
range of pathogens, but they do not provide long-term immunity, which is achieved by specific
immune responses. Can nonspecific defenses be enhanced or boosted? While nonspecific
defenses are innate and generally not enhanced by vaccines, maintaining overall health, proper
hygiene, and avoiding immunosuppressive factors can support their effectiveness. What is the
difference between nonspecific and specific immune defenses? Nonspecific defenses act quickly
and broadly against pathogens without targeting specific microbes, whereas specific defenses
involve tailored responses like antibody production that target particular pathogens and provide
immunity. Why are nonspecific defenses important in the immune response? Nonspecific defenses
provide the immediate response necessary to prevent infection from establishing and buying time for
the adaptive (specific) immune system to develop a targeted response. 

 
Related keywords: immune system, innate immunity, first line of defense, physical barriers,
chemical barriers, phagocytes, inflammation, complement system, natural killer cells, nonspecific
immunity
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